OHIO TERT INTERSTATE ACTIVATION
JULY 8, 2026

Following an interstate assistance request, Members from Ohio TERT are preparing to respond to
the Wayne County Communications Center. This is in response support of a July 5th shooting in
the City of Rittman that killed 4, including Rittman Police SGT. Scott Ries.

Ohio TERT, part of the national Telecommunicator Emergency Response Taskforce, is sending
approximately 10 public safety communications dispatchers from across the state to relieve Wayne
County Sheriff’s Office dispatchers so that they may attend the memorial service for SGT. Ries.

Ohio TERT Chair Nick DiCicco, Director at Chagrin Valley Dispatch near Cleveland, said Ohio
TERT is deploying to do their part to help. “It is a privilege for the Ohio Telecommunicator
Emergency Response Taskforce to stand alongside the Rittman Police, Wayne County Sherift’s
Office and it’s communications professionals during this difficult time.” He continued, “...While
our role is to ensure uninterrupted emergency communications by supporting dispatch operations,
our greater purpose is to allow their dispatchers and public safety personnel the opportunity to
honor their fallen colleague without compromising service to their communities. This is what
TERT was created to do — support one another, strengthen our public safety family, and ensure no
agency faces tragedy alone.”

The assigned OHTERT personnel will be working shifts on 9 and 10 July, but the remainder of
the taskforce remains available for further deployment if needed.

Ohio TERT extends our deepest condolences to SGT. Ries’ family, the Rittman Police
Department, Wayne County Sheriff’s Office, and all those affected by this Line-Of-Duty loss.

H#

Ohio TERT is part of the National Joint TERT Initiative. For media inquiries, please contact
Team Lead Nick DiCicco at DiCiccoN(@cvdispatch.com
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